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Distribution Financial Metrics and Trading Multiples                                   (Data as of Sept. 30, 2009)

Baird is a leading international middle-market investment bank focused on serving the M&A and equity fi nancing needs of our clients throughout the U.S., Europe and Asia.  Since 1998, 
Baird has advised on 446 M&A transactions representing more than $61 billion in transaction value and has served as lead or co-manager on 310 equity offerings raising over $70 
billion.  For more information please contact Tom Lange, Managing Director, at (813) 273-8248 or tlange@rwbaird.com.

Defi nitions
LTM means latest twelve months.  Enterprise Value (“EV”) means market capitalization of a company’s equity plus preferred stock plus total interest bearing debt (including capitalized 
leases) net of any cash or cash equivalents.  EBITDA means earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization.  In certain cases earnings have been adjusted for certain 
disclosed income or expense items considered to be non-recurring in nature. ROIC means return on invested capital and is defi ned as tax-effected EBIT divided by the sum of the book 
value of equity plus net debt.  Working Capital is calculated as current assets, less cash, minus current liabilities excluding short-term borrowings and current portion of long-term debt.

These materials are for informational purposes 
only.  Financial data was prepared by Robert 
W. Baird & Co. based on publicly available 
information as of Sept. 30, 2009.  Baird makes 
every effort to use reliable, comprehensive 
information.  Baird makes no representation 
that the information is accurate or complete and 
has no obligation to update this information.  A 
complete listing of all companies covered by Baird 
U.S. Equity Research and applicable research 
disclosures can be accessed at www.rwbaird.com/
research-insights/research.aspx.

* = Companies covered by Baird Research

The table above highlights key fi nancial metrics and trading multiples for 27 publicly traded distributors in the industrial and building products industries.

The chart below illustrates historical median EBITDA multiples for the above companies calculated using LTM EBITDA as of the quarter shown and the 
enterprise value as of the last day of the quarter.  Please see Defi nitions at bottom of page.
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